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What is Open Data?

“A piece of data or
content is open if anyone
is free to use, reuse, and
redistribute it — subject
only, at most, to the
requirement to attribute
and/or share-alike.”

Open Knowledge
Foundation (OKFN) Open
Definition Open data is only appropriate for non-

personal information & where there are no
security or legal concerns about release
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The benefits of Open Data

• Transparency – holding government to account

• Better public service delivery

• Improved public sector efficiency

• Economic growth - opening up new market
opportunities for the UK

• Efficiency, innovation and enterprise
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Open Data – expected benefit levels

• Estimated value of PSI to the UK economy:
– £16bn (UK Gvt estimate 2011)
– Shakespeare Review of PSI >£1.8bn of direct annual

benefits per annum plus wider social benefits of >£6bn

• GeoServices
– Global revenues are $150-$270bn per year, growing 13%

per annum (Oxera)
– US geospatial industry 2011 - $73bn revenues, 500k jobs

with an impact of 15-20x this amount on the US economy
driving $1.6T revenue and $1.4T cost savings (BCG)
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Public service delivery example

>55 million hits for police.uk
Improved community engagement
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Public sector efficiency example
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NHS
prescription

data –potential
saving between

generic and
branded statins

is £200m



Business Innovation example

• US start-up founded on
government open data

• Makes use of free data published
by the US National Weather
Service

• Uses machine learning to predict
the weather and other essential
elements for agribusiness

• Acquired by Monsanto for around
$1bn

The UK has the potential to
grow these types of

innovative businesses
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ODUG - Terms of Reference

• ODUG advises the Public Sector Transparency Board on
public sector data that should be prioritised for release as
Open Data, to the benefit of the UK

– Intelligent customer on behalf of the public and private
sector for public data free at point of use and for re-use

– A vibrant advocate for this opportunity for the UK

– A  single stakeholder group in the interests of those that
use and re-use Open Data

– Champions the benefits of using Open Data

– Provides advice on National Information Infrastructure
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ODUG – The Group
• First members appointed in June 2012

• Volunteers representing different sectors of the user
community – Large/small businesses, Local Government,
Wider data community

• Fully open and transparent approach – minutes published

• Data Request mechanism on data.gov.uk

• Benefits Cases developed and published

• Open Data Request Roadmap tracks progress

10/24/2013 9



ODUG - Activities
• Reach out to Open Data users, re-users, wider stakeholders

• Undertake research and evidence gathering to inform the
business case to release Open Data

• Prioritise user requests for data to identify the most
important data sets for release as Open Data

• Build the business case for the PSTB on how to prioritise
funding to deliver Open Data (£7m in this spending review)

• Advise PSTB on subsequent spending review bids for
additional funding for Open Data to benefit the UK economy

• ODUG may be called on to advise Cabinet Office on Open
Data policy and to advise Sector Transparency Boards.
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ODUG Data Request Roadmap

• Open, transparent data request status and tracking

• > 500 requests

since Sept 2012

• Interactive
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ODUG Results to-date
• Open National Address Dataset/PAF – Postcodes with Royal

Mail, Gvt looking at options for National Address Dataset

• HM Land Registry Historic Price Paid data and INSPIRE
Cadastral Polygon Data – datasets released

• Ordnance Survey Public Rights of Way – dataset released

• Register of UK Charities – commitment to release

• Historic UK Met Office data – under consideration

• The VAT Register – under consideration

• DVLA Bulk Data and Police National Stolen Vehicle Data –
under consideration

• Ordnance Survey derived data licensing restrictions – work
ongoing
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Open Data – challenges
• Cultural Changes

– Considering full economic potential of PSI
– Open by default/legislative landscape
– Commissioning new data (procurement)
– Government policy on data privacy
– Skills gap

• Open Data as a driver of growth
– Metrics (can be difficult)
– Evidence (will emerge as more data is released)
– Competing policy agendas in a time of austerity (short vs

medium term pressures)
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ODUG – next steps

Year2 Focus

• National Data Infrastructure/Core Reference
Data

• Improved ‘data requester experience’
• Build community engagement
• Thematic approaches to data release
• More case studies
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